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SUBJECT: PALESTINIAN UN OFFICIAL FROM SAUDI ARABIA VISITS 
WEST BANK WELFARE PROJECTS 

1. MIN SOCIAL WELFARE FOREIGN LIAISON OFFICER LA VINE CON- 
FIRMED TO EMBOFF AUG 8 THAT DR. ISHAK QUTUB, UN ADVISER TO DEPT 
OF COMMUNITY WORKS IN SAUDI ARABIA VISITING JERUSALEM RELATIVES 
UNDER SUMMER VISITORS PROGRAM, HAD CONTACTED MSW WITH REQUEST TO 
SEE GOI SOCIAL WELFARE ACTIVITIES IN OCCUPIED AREAS, AS REPORTED IN 
ISRAELI PRESS. UNFORTUNATELY ISRAELI PRESS AND RADIO AUG 6 
REPORTED QUTUB'S CALL IN JERUSALEM ON DEPUTY DIRECTOR AVITSUR OF 
MINISTRY (AND ALSO INCORRECTLY STATED HE IS SAUDI DIRECTOR OF 
COMMUNITY WORKS). THIS PUBLICITY PROMPTED QUTUB TO CANCEL EXTENSIVE 
TOUR OF MSW ACTIVITIES IN OCCUPIED AREAS. LA VINE SAID QUTUB IN 
FACT DID VISIT SEVERAL WELFARE PRJECTS IN WEST BANK AUG 6 
BEFORE HE WAS AWARE OF WIDESPREAD PUBLICITY. MSW IS UPSET AT 
NEWS LEAK WHICH THEY FEEL HAS ABORTED POSSIBLE FRUITFUL CONTACT 
WITH QUTUB. LA VINE THOUGHT THERE WAS STILL POSSIBILITY 
QUTUB WOULD CONTINUE WITH PORTION OF PROPOSED SCHEDULE BEFORE 
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2. LA VINE SAID QUTUB IS WEST BANKER, SON-IN-LAW OF SHEIKH 
MUSTAPHA M'SALI, GUARDIAN OF DOME OF THE ROCK IN JERUSALEM. 

QUTUB INITIALLY CONTACTED UNDP JERUSALEM OFFICE ABOUT WEST 

BANK PROJECTS AND WAS REFERRED TO MSW BECAUSE UNDP HAS NO ACTIVITIES 
IN OCCUPIED AREAS. MSW OFFICIALS SET UP SCHEDULE FOR QUTUB 
TO HAVE COMPLETE PICTURE OF MSW APPROACH TO WEST BANK SOCIAL 
PROBLEMS. LA VINE SAID QUTUB CAME TO WEST BANK LAST YEAR AND 
VISITED SEVERAL CHILD WELFARE CENTERS APPARENTLY THROUGH 
HIS OWN LOCAL CONTACTS. 

3. JERUSALEM POST AUG 8 REPORTED QUTUB ISSUED PRESS STATEMENT 
AUG 7 CORRECTING PREVIOUS ERRONEOUS REPORT ABOUT HIS CAPACITY AS 
SAUDI OFFICIAL. HE DESCRIBED HIMSELF AS UN COMMUNITY WORK EXPERT 
ASSIGNED TO SAUDI ARABIA, NATIVE OF RAMALLAH NOW ON HOME LEAVE 
WITH FAMILY IN JERUSALEM. QUTUB IS REPORTED AS SAYING HE HAD VISITED 
VARIOUS WELFARE. COOPERATIVE, CHARITABLE, WOMEN AND YOUTH 
CENTERS IN HEBRON, BETHLEHEM AND EL-BIREH "ENTIRELY IN HIS PRIVATE 
CAPACITY." 
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